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Grand Forum: Grand Valley's Newest Program 
David H. Seibold 
Grand Valley State College opened its doors in 1963 for 228 students, most of 
whom had yet to reach the age of majority. Last fall, Grand Valley State University 
offered to 30 students, all of whom had reached the age of seniority, a new 
educational outreach program sponsored by the Office of Continuing Education for 
those who are 55 or older: Grand Forum. 
Grand Forum is the dream-child of Mary Buckmaster, who grew up and was 
familiar with the Chautauqua Movement in upstate New York and later worked for the 
Grand Rapids Council for the Humanities. Mary discussed her idea with friends Sally 
and Bill Seidman, the latter of whom was one of the founders of Grand Valley State 
College and its first Chair of the Board of Control. The Seidmans passed the idea on 
to President Don Lubbers, who spoke to Cal Stockman, Director of Continuing 
Education. His division heartily agreed to sponsor the program. Mary was asked to 
direct this new program and to garner prospective members. 
The earliest members chose the curriculum for the program, by agreeing upon 
subjects they would like to know more about and then finding experts, many from 
GVSU, who would agree to present lectures and lead discussions. There would be 
ten or twelve sessions in each season. In order to keep the tuition at $95 for the 
year's course, the Seidman Family Foundation, Meijer, and some of the members 
made contributions. The planners struggled to select a fitting name for the program. 
One thing was certain: it would not have any words like "senior," "mature," or 
"retirees." The simple "Forum," the choice of most, would not do, since Grand Valley 
has a staff newspaper with that name. In the end, they agreed on Grand Forum, 
which seemed to embody the intent and high purpose of the organization, without 
announcing that you had to have a few years behind you before you could join the 
group. 
As our brochure states, Grand Forum "allows its members to broaden their 
horizons while developing an appreciation for knowledge of new or familiar subjects." 
Accordingly, the fall session began with a talk on "Issues Facing the U.S." by William 
Seidman, former chair of the FDIC. Other memorable sessions were offered by 
GVSU professors: Jonathan White, Director of the School of Criminal Justice, on 
"International Terrorism"; Professor lvo Soljan of the English Department on 
"Understanding the Bosnian Civil War"; and Emeritus Professor of Physics Daniel 
Andersen on "Our Universe: From the Earth Out," followed by a visit to the Chaffee 
Planetarium. Although most of the sessions were held at Eberhard Center, some of 
them, like the latter, included traveling to a site for direct observation: e.g., the Van 
Andel Museum for "The Native American Indian" and "Traditions of Furniture Making 
in Grand Rapids"; to Lake Michigan for a cruise and lecture on the GVSU research 
vessel "D.J.Angus"; the Meijer Botanical Gardens for a talk on the garden sculptures 
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o f  e a r l y  b i b l e s  a n d  o t h e r  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  a c t u a l  h a n d l i n g  o f  4 , 0 0 0  y e a r  o l d  
c u n e i f o r m  t a b l e t s .  G r a n d  F o r u m  m e m b e r s  w e r e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  G l o b a l  C o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  S e i d m a n  S c h o o l  o f  
B u s i n e s s  a n d  f e a t u r i n g  a  t a l k  b y  f o r m e r  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  D a n  Q u a y l e .  
G r a n d  F o r u m  h a s  g r o w n  i n  o n e  y e a r  f r o m  3 0  t o  o v e r  1 0 0  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t h e  
1 9 9 6 / 9 7  y e a r  p r o m i s e s  t o  b e  a s  e x c i t i n g  a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g  a s  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r .  W e  l o o k  
f o r w a r d  t o  s u c h  l e c t u r e / d i s c u s s i o n s  a s  t h a t  w i t h  B e n  R u d o l p h ,  C h a i r  o f  t h e  M a r k e t i n g  
D e p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e  S e i d m a n  S c h o o l  o f  B u s i n e s s ,  o n  " A m e r i c a ' s  R e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
C o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  B a s i n " ;  a n d  w i t h  G V S U  P r o f e s s o r  o f  A n t h r o p o l o g y  J a n  
B r a s h i e r  a n d  C a l v i n  C o l l e g e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  H i s t o r y  B e r t  D e  V r i e s  o n  " C r o s s r o a d s  o f  t h e  
M i d d l e  E a s t  i n  t h e  A n c i e n t  W o r l d . "  T r i p s  p l a n n e d  a r e  t o  t h e  A l l e n d a l e  c a m p u s  t o  s e e  
T w e l f t h  N i g h t  a n d  h e a r  t h e  e m i n e n t  s c h o l a r  D a v i d  B e v i n g t o n ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h  
a n d  C o m p a r a t i v e  L i t e r a t u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o ;  t h e  H a r v e y  L e m m e n  
C o l l e c t i o n  o n  L i n c o l n  a n d  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  i n  t h e  S e i d m a n  H o u s e ;  a n d  t o  M u s k e g o n  
L a k e  f o r  a  t o u r  o n  t h e  n e w  G V S U  W a t e r  R e s o u r c e  I n s t i t u t e  r e s e a r c h  v e s s e l ,  t h e  W  
G .  J a c k s o n .  
T h e  s e a s o n  w i l l  b e g i n ,  a s  i t  d i d  l a s t  y e a r ,  w i t h  w h a t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  a  p o p u l a r  
t r a d i t i o n :  a  w i n e  a n d  c h e e s e  p a r t y  a t  t h e  M e a d o w s  G o l f  C l u b  w i t h  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  b y  
A r t  H i l l s  a n d  h i s  D i x i e l a n d  B a n d .  A r t ,  a l s o  a  m e m b e r  o f  G r a n d  F o r u m ,  i s  a  f o r m e r  
E x e c u t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a t  G V S U .  
G r a n d  F o r u m  p r o v i d e s  a  w a y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  n o  l o n g e r  
h a v e  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  c h o o s i n g  a  p r o f e s s i o n  o r  p r e p a r i n g  t o  e n t e r  i t .  B e c a u s e  t h e y  
h a v e  f e w e r  d i s t r a c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  c l o c k  i s  o n l y  a  g e n e r a l  r e f e r e n c e ,  t h e y  h a v e  t i m e  t o  
a p p r o a c h  o l d  c h a l l e n g e s  w i t h  a  r e n e w e d  a n d  r e l a x e d  o p e n - m i n d e d n e s s .  T h e y  h a v e  
t i m e  t o  l e t  t h e  e n o r m i t y  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  s e e p  i n t o  t h e i r  b e i n g s ,  t o  p o n d e r  t h e  w a r p s  
a n d  t a n g l e s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  t o  w o n d e r  a t  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  A n d  i t  i s  o n l y  
p r o p e r  t h a t  a  u n i v e r s i t y  r e a c h  o u t  w i t h  s u c h  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  t o  s o  m a n y  
e a g e r  s t u d e n t s .  
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